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Government had not given him the same facilities for
carrying on his campaign against untouchability as he
enjoyed during his last imprisonment. But, after a short-
lived fast, he was given facilities for direct propaganda
for the uplift of the Depressed classes, and after two months
he was released, though he was served with an order requiring
him to abstain from lawless activities.

At long last, in April 1934, Gandhi advised the Congress
to abandon the Civil Disobedience Movement and approved
of the council-entry programme. An explanation of this
change in his attitude towards civil disobedience was
furnished by his own lengthy statement, from which I take
the following extracts. Claiming himself to be

" a Satyagraha expert in the making/' he said : " After
much searching of heart I have arrived at the conclusion
that in present circumstances only one, and that myself
and no other, should for the time being bear the respon-
sibility of Civil Disobedience if it is to succeed as a means
of achieving Piirna Swaraj}- , . . They (all Congressmen)
should leave it to me alone. It should be resumed by others
in my lifetime only under my direction, unless one arises
claiming to know the science better than I do," He then
proceeded to advise that civil resistors now freed from the
responsibility of civil disobedience " should identify them-
selves with self-denial and voluntary poverty, and engage in
nation-building and society-cleansing activities/'

The left wing of the Congress resented the statement.
A member of the Congress Committee remarked that Gandhi
was imitating Louis XIV by saying, " I am the Congress/'
Mrs, Sarojini Naidu 2 thought that Gandhi's statement was
another public act of self-humiliation and contained un-
gracious and undeserved indictment of those who under-
went intense hardships in trying to follow his lead.

In view of the decision of the Congress to abandon mass
civil disobedience, the Government of India once again

1 Complete independence.

2 A famous Indian Poetess,